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perfectly
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T may seem inflammatory to talk

about ftuids. It reminds us that

fluids are liquids and there are

certain ones we consume which
aren't good forus.

For seme the very word fluid
reminds them of water and this
reminds them of water rates and
degalination dilemmas.

Bus there must be a measured
approach to fiuids. We wash with them
but I am concerned this frail bedy of
ours must be irrigated constanily, that
we are mostly consisting of fiuid, that
our organs need it to operate.

WhyamIso fluent a%out fluids?

Some of my best friends have been
nursing sisters and when it comes to
fluids, they are real gushers.

1.ecturing me, they turn on the tap
of their thetoric.

Theiz opening gambit is:am1
keepingup my fluids?

And as we paddle down this
confessional waterway Lam instructed
oncertain facts.

One {s that we are ali walking
waterbags, a kind of miniature
Millbrook. So it must be,

The trouble with age is that what is
intake must also make its exits after
one's inside has taken its share.

One of my friends of advancing years
still Joves travel and when he first weat
overseas he would know the sites of
famous buildings and cathedrals.

Now he has his own directory of
toilets, Paris, Rome, London, you name
it and he knows where.

There is considerable inconvenience
if you aren't geographically aware of

* conveniences.

© oryou

- © Tt wasno good sayi

1wasoncerefused entry toa
Parliament House toilet in a friendly
pelghbouring country. Ewas being
escorted by a persenable young New
Zealander who gave the perser a piece
of her mind and a rather big piece as
s unwise 10 arouse 2 New Zealander.

New liquid intake has beenused as
acunning ploy by children.

Haven't we as parents saidto
children, “Have your drink of water
before you go to bed and not tog much
ow what will happen.”

The cunning chitd has a sip, hands
back the glass and snuggles down.

Lying in wait as it were.Let us rell
back the years.

A strange thing has happened as far
as 1can remember in children’s
uphringing.

The bedclothes promoted a similar
atmosphers to the Sahara Desert and
in the dead of night there came the
inevitable “T'm thirsty”.
ggotosleep.
Liquid was required, the young body
cried out for fluid, vocalising the need.
"The required giass was filled. And
taken into the bedroom.

“The light was switched on, the child
sitting bolt upright in bed. The parched
one took the glass in both hands, beady
eyes alight with triumph and there
came sip after slow sip.

Let us not calkit a fluid fiasco- and
Iwouldn't dare, But when1seeone
of my nursing friends arriving I rush
tothe fridge or sink and gul&guﬂti]y.

With here arrival comes the
inevitable ]‘}uesﬁon: Am [ taking my
fluids? I tell you even my eyes grow
moist that she should distrust me so.

“nd $0 to fluids let me raise aglass
ast from an old drip.

“dverllser
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HENEVER we drown
in a verbal tsunami
about the “tidal wave”
of boat people, the phe-
bic voices of those who

5 demand border protec-
tion float to the surface. -

They blow the same dog whistles about
g;xeue jumpers, cultaral contamination,

tire terrorists and taxpayer costs, all
of which have been debunked as myths,

The inquest into the Christmas Island
boat tragedy and the proposed “refuges
swap® with Malaysia have prompted
the uswal moral panic about “not in
our backyard”,

Tronicaily, these same voices demand
that refugees on the other side of the
world be accommodated by their neigh-
bouring countries,

A case in point is my country of birth,
Lebanon, where my compatriots are too
often asked this loaded question: “Why
can't your country graat citizenship 1o
your Palestinian refugeesi”

De?iie all our infrastructure, our First
Wotld country panics at the spectre of
a boatload of asylum seekers, But we

ect post-war and post-occupation
Lebanon to naturalise its refugees.

The Palestinian refugees ited their
homeland in 1948 when !ge state of Istael
was established. Apart from Lebanon, the
refugees ended up in Jordan (two miltion}
and Syria (477,000),

I have wvisited the refugee camps In
Lebanon which make Australia’s appal-
ling detention centres look luxurious.

When considering the full narative
that rendered the Palestinians homeless,
2 different sel of questions needs to be
asked. Why are these refugees treated
fike commodities that can be cut-pasted
from one Arab land to another?

This line of propaganda is fundamen-
tally racist, assuming that all Arabs are
the same: Palestinians should feel at
home and simply dissolve into the fam-
iliar sand dunes.

Imagine permanently relocating vic-
tims of 1he Brishane flooding to Christ-
church then frowning at any ungratefisl
complaints of homesickness, as it is still
an English-speaking country.

Rather than assuming that the solution
to this inter-generational refugee prob-
lem is Lebanese citizenship, why not ask
them abeut their aspirations and solu-
tions? Because the answer to this perti-
nent question is too confronting - they
want to return to their ancestral home
and land in Palestine.
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For too long, the receiving states have
been guilted into greater responsibility.
Instead, the sending state should be asked
if it s mature enough to accept Tespon-
sibility for its actions. What compen-
sation will It pay for Al Nagba - the
catastrophic displacement and
dispossession of Palestinians?

“The UN General Assembly Resolution
194, passed in December 1943, declares
that “all refugees wishing o return io
their homes and live at peace with their
peighbours sheuld be permitted to do so
at the casliest practical date”

After 60 years, this international Jaw
is still' ignored with impunity.

The coronial inquest into the Christ-
mas Island boat fragedy addresses six
operational questions pertalning to sur-
veillance and detection. It has confirmed
thiat about half of the asylum seckers had
fled the civil turmeil in Irag

Australia was part of the Coalition of
the Willing that ilegally invaded Eraq in
2003 without UN Security Council ap-
proval - overthrew their government,
destroyed their civic infrastructure and

THE FACTS

3 Anasylumseeker s clabmingrefuges
status, buta refugee has already been
recognised under the 1951 Convention
retating to the status of arefugee.

o Asylum seekers are notillegal immigrants.
Under Article 14 of the 1948 Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, everyene has
aright to seek asylunm.

A There Is no ordedy queue for asylum
seekers tojoin, Many flee from countries
where there Is ne UN Refugee Agencyoffice
or Austratian Embassy.

4 Ofthe 1254 ¢lalms assessed on
Christmas tsland from July 2008 to January
2010, only 110 people were found notio
be genuine refugees.

7 Australia onty ecelves about 0.5 per cent
of the 1,18 mifion new global asylum
applitations.

o Australiais ranked 47th as aworld refugee
hosteountry.

Instead, we can ask guestions that
address the causes rather than the conse-
3’-1311065 of boat arrivals. Unljkeedpublic

iscourse which can be reduced to a
string of formal expressions, private dia-
logue reguires listening who eheartedly,
without prejudice, but with empathy. A
dialogue would reveal why they are

%é What can drive a family to sell everything they own and
risk everyone they love to take this treacherous voyage?

inadvertently unleashed the unholy sec-
tarian war between Sunnis and Shi'ites.
We played a part In upreotin and
creating these asylum seekers and have
2 moral responsibility to compensate for
the fallout as they wash up on our shores
in the ultimate act of desperation.
Apart from the valid operational ques-
tions that Coroner McCusker is investi-
gating, there are bigger moral questions
that go to the heart of the matter.
The same old questions dictate the
public discourse: When, how and where
did the boats arrive? How many boats and
how many passeniers? How much will
they cosi? Where shall we process them?
This is akin to planning a relocation
of the refugee camps within Lebanon
without exploring If Palestinians can
return home.

flecing in the first place. What can drive
a family to sell everything they own and
risk everyone they love to tzke this
treacherous voyage?

Why are almost all these boat people
vindicated and gramted refugee status?
What actions can we take as a nation to
redress the unbearable circumstances
that lead them to the sea in the first place?

If we are blinded by the boats and the
tents, we fail to see the faces and hear
the stories of the families inside,

1f we question the question, we free
curselves to explore the causes rather
than consequences, H we keep having
discourse about boats, we fail to have
dialogue with the people. -

H JosephWakim, OAM, is afreelanca wiiter,
founder of the Austrafian Arablc Councitand
a forme? multicubtural affairs commissioner.




